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Hydatid Cyst of the Spleen

Altaf Hussain Rathore and ljaz Mansoor

Department of Surgery, Quaid-i-Azam Medical College, Bhawalpur

ABSTRACT

A case of hydatid cyst of the spleen is presented. Bet-
ween 4 to 5% of all hydatids are found in the spleen.
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INTRODUCTION

Echinococcus granulosis infestation in man is more
commaon in areas where man, sheep and dog live in close
contact. Man is infested handling infected dogs or by
ingesting water and green vegetables polluted by the
faeces of affected dogs‘_ Three to ten days after inges-
tion of ova a small hydatid cyst is formed, which attains
a size of 250 microns in 3 weeks and 1 cm. in § months.
Hydatid cysts may be unilocular or multilocular. The
cyst fluid is often clear with a specific gravity of 1004.
1008 and pH of 6.7. Albumin is present in traces. In
85% of the cases the liver and/or lungs are involved.
In the remaining 15% any organ may be involved. The
spleen is not commonly involved though more than two-
thirds of the cysts of the spleen are due to hydatid
thisease. In pur recent series of 21 hydatid cysts, we have
seen splenic involvement in only one patient.

CASE REFORT

AD. a 40 year old male presented to surgical Unit |1
of the B.V. Hospital, Bahawalpur on April 14, 1984
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with a painful swelling in left hypochondrium for the
last 4 years. Originally the size of an egg it increased
gradually and attained a size of 6" x 12", was not|
tender, from impalpation and appeared to be arising.
from the spleen. The liver and other viscera were not
palpable, he was anicteric, and there was no ascites,
The total leucocyte count was 78000/cu, mm,, the
differential count showed an eosinophilia of 28%. His
Hb was 106G and the ESR 20mm in the first hour,
The Casoni’s test was positive,

A diagnosis of hydatid cyst of the spleen was made.
At laparotomy a hydatid cyst was present in the spleen.
A splenectomy was done. Histology confirmed the
diagnosis.

DISCUSSION
Hydatid disease of the spleen is rare, 2-3% of all cases l'nl
Irag®, 1.5% in India®-” and 4.1% in Iran®, had splenic
hydatid. We do not have extensive data in Pakistan
about splenic involvement by the Hydatid cyst though
Hamdani® in 1977 and Shabbir® in 1982 each reported
a case of splenic hydatid cyst. Malik? in 1982 reported
25 cases of hydatid cyst treated by him in 3 years of
which one had splenic involvement,

Of 21 cases of hydatid cyst treated by us in the last
16 years one resided in the spleen, an incidence of 4.8%
comparable to the incidence quoted by Malik® from
Pakistan and Emamy and Asadian® from Iran.




