
Prof. Manzar Salim FRCS, Chief Editor of this
Journal passed away suddenly on Saturday 16th
August 2008. He would have celebrated his 58th
birthday on 25th August this year. Prof. Manzar
Salim became Chief Editor of this Journal in July
2003 and infused new life into a journal which
represented the surgeon’s community of Pakistan.
He with his team got it re-recognized from Pakistan
Medical and Dental Council. It was because of his
untiring efforts and hard work that Pakistan Journal
of Surgery publishes quality research papers. He
was the  guiding force in launching the website of
Society of Surgeons, Pakistan and a separate site
for the journal which provides free access to all
articles for the last 24 years. Regular publications
of the journal were his passion.

Prof. Manzar Salim was Professor of Surgery at
Dow University of Health Sciences and Civil Hospi-
tal, Karachi. He graduated from Dow Medical
College, Karachi in 1976 and earned his Fellowship
in Surgery from Royal College of Surgeons, Edin-
burgh in in 1984. As a student during college days,
he was on the merit list in 1st and 2nd Professional
examinations with distinction in Anatomy. Not only
he excelled in studies, but was a popular personality
who was actively involved in student affairs and
was elected as General Secretary of Dow Medical
College Student Union in 1974.

On return to Pakistan, he was appointed as Assistant
Professor of Surgery at Nawabshah Medical Col-
lege for Girls where he served from 1985-88. This
was a challenging job for a new arrival but he
accepted the task and worked with devotion in a
rural setting serving a very needful patients popu-
lation. After three years of rural service he was
transferred to his Alma-mater Dow Medical Col-
lege, Karachi. Prof. Manzar Salim was deputed to
work as Professor of Surgery and Head of Depart-

ment, at Karachi Medical & Dental College in
1995. He was of immense help and instrumental
in guiding this new institution through its infancy.
He organized a very successful symposium at Kara-
chi Medical & Dental College and Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital which still lingers on the memory. He
once again returned to his Alma-mater, now as
Professor of Surgery, Dow Medical College.

Prof. Manzar Salim held the post of Central Secre-
tary, Vice President and President of  Society of
Surgeon. His organizational capabilities were
superb and he commemorated in a very big way
the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Society in
November 2006 by holding a very lively congress
at Karachi with attendance from all over the country.
Prof. Manzar Salim was also found of music and
song and delighted the audience at the Cultural
evening held on the occasion of  Silver Jubilee
Celebrations.

He remained on the editorial board of Journal of
College of Physician and Surgeon, Pakistan, Jour-
nal of Surgery, Specialist, Pakistan Journal of
Medical Sciences and Medical Channel for a num-
ber of years.

In recognition of his devotion and dedication to
the cause of medical journalism he was elected as
General Secretary of Pakistan Medical Journalists
Association (PMJA) in April 2007 during the First
National Conference on Medical Editing at Army
 Medical College, Rawalpindi. He was one of the
facilitator at Workshops on Medical Editing and
Peer Reviews organized by PMJA. This task he
took on to foster new writers and reviewers in the
medical community.

He was also a Clinical Tutor of Royal College of
Surgeons, Edinburgh. He trained numerous FCPS,

Professor Manzar Salim
(1950 - 2008)

143 Volume 24, Issue 3, 2008

E d i t o r i a l



Manzar Salim to mourn his death.

He will always be remembered as a man of princi-
ples admired by both his friends and foes alike. A
strict disciplinarian who encouraged other to foster
the same qualities in themselves. It will be very
difficult to fill up the vacuum created by his sudden
absence particularly in Pakistan Journal of  Surgery.

“Death every soul shall taste”.(Surah Al Imran).
We all pray to ALLAH, to grant him highest place
in Heaven.

FRCS, MRCS candidates. Many of his former train-
ees are now leading surgeons and teachers all over
the country and abroad. He was examiner in Univer-
sity of Karachi, Sindh University, Hamdard Univer-
sity, Baqai Medical University, Aga Khan University
and College of Physicians and Surgeons, Pakistan.
He has more than 50 scientific publications to his
credit.

He is survived by a son and a daughter, both  medi-
cal students at Dow Medical College and Sindh
Medical College, Karachi respectively and Mrs.
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